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Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. Please cancel claims 5, 15-18, and 23, and amend claims 1-4, 6, 8, 9, 11-14, 19-22, 
and 24-26, as follows: 

Listing of Claims : 

1. (Currently Amended) An attachment apparatus for a ladder having a 
plurality of rungs extending between a pair of elongated rails, comprising: 

a main support adapted to be coupled to the ladder a pproximately parallel to the 
rungs and having a first coupling member adapted to be proximate a first one of the elongated 
rails and a second coupling member adapted to be proximate another one of the elongated rails; 
and 

first and second support modules, each support module having an elongated 
support member including a proximal end and a distal end and a support arm projecting 
outwardly therefrom in a first direction, the support arm being attached to the support member 
proximate the distal end, each support module removeably coupleable with at least one of the 
coupling members such that a first longitudinal axis of the support member is approximately 
aligned with a second longitudinal axis of the main support and removeably coupleable with at 
least one of the coupling members such that the first longitudinal axis of the support member is 
approximately orthogonal to the second longitudinal axis of the main support th e support 
memb e r having at l e ast on e proj e cting portion remov e ably coupl e d with at l e ast on e of th e first 
and s e cond coupling m e mb e rs of th e main s upport . 

2. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1 wherein eaeh 
e longat e d support m e mb e r includ e s a proximal e nd and a distal e nd, th e support arm being 
attach e d to th e support m e mb e r proximat e the distal e nd, and wherein the proximal end 
comprises a first the projecting portion , the first projection portion being removeably coupleable 
with the at least one of the coupling members such that the first longitudinal axis of the supp ort 
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member is approximately aligned with the second longitudinal axis of the main support 
compris e s th e proximal end . 

3. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 2 wherein the 
support member of each support module comprises an engagement arm having a second 
projecting portion that is removeably coupleable with the at least one of the coupling members 
such that the first longitudinal axis of the support member is approximately orthogonal to the 
second longitudinal axis of the main support each e longat e d support m e mber has a first 
longitudinal axis that is align e d with a s e cond longitudinal axis of th e main support . 

4. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim [[1]]3 wherein the 
engagement arm is attached to the support member at a location spaced apart from the proximal 
end and projecting outwardly therefrom in a second direction that is approximately orthogonal to 
the first longitudinal axis of the support member wh e r e in th e e longat e d support m e mber includ e s 
a proximal e nd and a distal e nd, th e support arm b e ing attached to th e support m e mb e r proximate 
th e distal e nd, and wh e r e in th e proj e cting portion compris e s an e ngag e ment arm attach e d to th e 
support m e mb e r at a location spac e d apart from th e proximal e nd and proj e cting outwardly 
th e r e from in a s e cond dir e ction . 

5. (Cancelled) 

6. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1 wh e rein e ach 
e longat e d support memb e r includ e s a proximal end and a distal e nd, th e support arm b e ing 
attached to th e support m e mb e r proximat e th e distal e nd, and wherein the proximal end of each 
support module comprises a first projecting portion slideably engageable with the at least one 
coupling member such that a the first longitudinal axis of the support member is approximately 
aligned with a the second longitudinal axis of the main support, further comprising an 
engagement arm attached to the support member at a location spaced apart from the proximal 
end and projecting outwardly therefrom in a second direction, the engagement arm comprising a 
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second projecting portion slideably engageable with the at least one coupling member such that 
the first longitudinal axis of the support member is approximately orthogonal to the second 
longitudinal axis of the main support. 

7. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 1 wherein the main support is 
adapted to be coupled to a rung of the ladder. 

8. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim [[1]]3 wherein at 
least one of the first and second coupling members comprises a receptacle, and wherein at least 
one of the first and second projecting portions portion is slideably engageable with the at least 
one of the first and second coupling members. 

9. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim [[1]]3 wherein at 
least one of the first and second coupling members comprises a non-circular receptacle and 
wherein at least one of the projecting portions is slideably engageable within the non-circular 
receptacle. 

10. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising at least 
one securing mechanism including a locking pin securing each support module to the main 
support. 

11. (Currently Amended) An attachment apparatus for a ladder having a 
plurality of rungs extending between a pair of elongated rails, comprising: 

a main support adapted to be coupled to the ladder approximately parallel to the 
rungs and having a first coupling member proximate a first one of the elongated rails and a 
second coupling member proximate another one of the elongated rails; and 

a first support module removeably coupl e d coupleable to the first coupling 
member and a second support module removeably coupl e d coupleable to the second coupling 
member, each support module having a support member including a proximal end and a distal 
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end, and a support arm attached to the support member proximate the distal end and projecting 
outwardly therefrom in a first direction, the proximal end of the support member being 
removeably coupleable to a corresponding one of the first and second coupling members in a 
first position wherein the support member is approximately aligned with the main support ; and 

wherein each support module further includes an engagement arm attached to the 
support member, the engagement arm being removeably coupleable to the corresponding one of 
the first and second coupling members in a second position wherein the support member is 
approximately orthogonal to the main support , 

12. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1 1 wherein each 
support modul e furth e r includ e s an the engagement arm of each support module is attached to 
the support member at a location spaced apart from the proximal end and projecting outwardly 
therefrom in a second directio n, and wh e r e in th e e ngag e ment arm is r e mov e ably coupl e able to 
th e corr e sponding one of th e first and s e cond coupling m e mb e rs in a s e cond position wh e rein th e 
support m e mb e r is approximat e ly orthogonal to th e main support . 

13. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim [[12]]!! wherein 
in the second position, the support member is approximately orthogonal to the main support and 
the support arm projects outwardly toward a first side of the main support, and wherein the 
engagement arm is further removeably coupleable to the corresponding one of the first and 
second coupling members in a third position wherein the support member is approximately 
orthogonal to the main support and the support arm projects outwardly toward a second side of 
the main support. 

14. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 11 wherein at 
least one of the first and second coupling members comprises a receptacle and wherein the 
proximal end of the support member of each support module is slideably engageable within the 
receptacle. 
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15.-18. (Cancelled) 

19. (Currently Amended) An assembly, comprising: 

a ladder having a plurality of rungs extending between a pair of elongated rails; 
an attachment assembly coupled to the ladder, comprising 

a main support coupled to the ladder approximately parallel to the rungs and 
having a first coupling member proximate a first one of the elongated rails and a second coupling 
member proximate another one of the elongated rails; and 

first and second support modules, each support module having an elongated 
support member including a proximal end and a distal end and a support arm projecting 
outwardly therefrom in a first direction, the support arm being attached to the support member 
proximate the distal end, each support module removeably coupleable with at least one of the 
coupling members such that a first longitudinal axis of the support member is approximately 
aligned with a second longitudinal axis of the main support and removeably coupleable with at 
least one of the coupling members such that the first longitudinal axis of the support member is 
a pproximately orthogonal to the second longitudinal axis of the main support th e support 
m e mb e r having at l e ast on e proj e cting portion r e moveably coupl e d with at l e ast on e of th e first 
and s e cond coupling m e mb e rs of th e main support . 

20. (Currently Amended) The assembly according to claim 19 wherein each 
e longat e d support m e mb e r includ e s a proximal end and a distal e nd, th e support arm b e ing 
attach e d to the support m e mber proximat e th e distal e nd, and wher e in the proximal end 
comprises a first t he projecting portion , the first projection portion being removeably coupleable 
with the at least one of the coupling members such that the first longitudinal axis of the support 
member is approximately aligned with the second longitudinal axis of the main support 
compris e s th e proximal e nd . 
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21. (Currently Amended) The assembly according to claim 20 wherein the 
support member of each support module comprises an engagement arm having a second 
projecting portion that is removeablv coupleable with the at least one of the coupling members 
such that the first longitudinal axis of the support member is approximately orthogonal to the 
second longitudinal axis of the main support e ach e longated support member has a first 
longitudinal axis that is align e d with a s e cond longitudinal axis of th e main support . 

22. (Currently Amended) The assembly according to claim [[19]]2i wherein 
the engagement arm is attached to the support member at a location spaced apart from the 
proximal end and projecting outwardly therefrom in a second direction that is approximately 
orthogonal to the first longitudinal axis of the support member wher e in th e e longat e d support 
m e mb e r includ e s a proximal e nd and a distal end, th e support arm being attach e d to th e support 
m e mber proximat e th e distal e nd, and wher e in the proj e cting portion compris e s an e ngag e ment 
arm attach e d to th e support m e mb e r at a location spac e d apart from th e proximal e nd and 
proj e cting outwardly ther e from in a s e cond dir e ction . 

23. (Cancelled) 

24. (Currently Amended) The assembly according to claim 19 wh e r e in e ach 
elongat e d support m e mb e r includ e s a proximal e nd and a distal e nd, the support arm b e ing 
attach e d to th e support memb e r proximat e th e distal e nd, and wherein the proximal end of each 
su pport module comprises a first projecting portion slideably engageable with the at least one 
coupling member such that a the first longitudinal axis of the support member is approximately 
aligned with a the second longitudinal axis of the main support, further comprising an 
engagement arm attached to the support member at a location spaced apart from the proximal 
end and projecting outwardly therefrom in a second direction, the engagement arm comprising a 
second projecting portion slideably engageable with the at least one coupling member such that 
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the first longitudinal axis of the support member is approximately orthogonal to the second 
longitudinal axis of the main support. 

25. (Currently Amended) The assembly according to claim [[19]]21 wherein 
at least one of the first and second coupling members comprises a receptacle, and wherein at 
least one of the first and second p rojecting portions portion is slideably engageable with the at 
least one of the first and second coupling members. 

26. (Currently Amended) A method of stabilizing a ladder having a plurality 
of rungs extending between a pair of elongated rails, comprising: 

coupling a main support to the ladder approximately parallel to the rungs, the 
main support having a first coupling member proximate a first one of the elongated rails and a 
second coupling member proximate another one of the elongated rails; and 

removeably coupling first and second support modules to the first and second 
coupling members, respectively, each support module having an elongated support member and 
a support arm projecting outwardly therefrom in a first direction, the support member having at 
least one projecting portion removeably coupled with at least one of the first and second 
coupling members of the main support; 

stabilizing the ladder using the first and second support modules; and 

decoupling the first and second support modules from the first and second 
coupling members while the main support is coupled to the ladder . 

27. (Original) The method according to claim 26 wherein each elongated 
support member includes a proximal end and a distal end, the support arm being attached to the 
support member proximate the distal end, and wherein removeably coupling first and second 
support modules to the first and second coupling members comprises slideably engaging the 
proximal ends of the support members with the coupling members. 



Page 8 of 18 



Appl. No: 10/734,736 

28. (Original) The method according to claim 26 wherein the elongated 
support member includes a proximal end and a distal end, the support arm being attached to the 
support member proximate the distal end, and wherein the projecting portion comprises an 
engagement arm attached to the support member at a location spaced apart from the proximal 
end and projecting outwardly therefrom in a second direction, and wherein removeably coupling 
the first and second support modules to the first and second coupling members comprises 
slideably engaging the engagement arms of the support members with the coupling members. 

29. (Original) The method according to claim 26 wherein each elongated 
support member includes a proximal end and a distal end, the support arm being attached to the 
support member proximate the distal end, and wherein the proximal end comprises a first 
projecting portion, further comprising an engagement arm attached to the support member at a 
location spaced apart from the proximal end and projecting outwardly therefrom in a second 
direction, and wherein removeably coupling the first and second support modules to the first and 
second coupling members comprises at least one of slideably engaging the proximal ends of the 
support members with the coupling members and slideably engaging the engagement arms of the 
support members with the coupling members. 

30. (Withdrawn) An attachment apparatus for a ladder having a plurality of 
rungs extending between a pair of elongated rails, comprising: 

a main support adapted to be coupled to the ladder parallel to the rungs and 
having a first pivotal coupler adapted to be proximate a first one of the elongated rails and a 
second pivotal coupler adapted to be proximate another one of the elongated rails; and 

first and second support modules, each support module having an elongated 
support member and a support arm projecting outwardly therefrom in a first direction, each 
support member being hingeably coupled with a respective one of the first and second pivotal 
couplers of the main support. 
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31 . (Withdrawn) The apparatus according to claim 30 wherein each elongated 
support member includes a proximal end and a distal end, the support arm being attached to the 
support member proximate the distal end, and wherein the proximal end is coupled to the pivotal 
coupler. 

32. (Withdrawn) The apparatus according to claim 31 wherein each elongated 
support is selectably positionable with respect to the main support. 

33. (Withdrawn) The apparatus according to claim 32 wherein the support 
member is selectably positioned with respect to the main support so that a first longitudinal axis 
of the support member is approximately perpendicular to a second longitudinal axis of the main 
support. 

34. (Withdrawn) The apparatus according to claim 32 wherein the support 
member is selectably positioned with respect to the main support so that a first longitudinal axis 
of the support member is approximately parallel to a second longitudinal axis of the main 
support. 

35. (Withdrawn) The apparatus according to claim 31 wherein each elongated 
support member includes a proximal end and a distal end, the support arm being attached to the 
support member proximate the distal end, and wherein the proximal end is coupled with at least 
one of the first and second pivotal couplers of the main support such that a first longitudinal axis 
of the support member is perpendicular to a second longitudinal axis of the main support when 
the support member is positioned in a first selected operating position, and wherein the first 
longitudinal axis of the support member is parallel to the second longitudinal axis of the main 
support when the support member is positioned in a second selected operating position. 
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36. (Withdrawn) The apparatus according to claim 31 wherein the main 
support is adapted to be coupled to a rung of the ladder. 

37. (Withdrawn) The apparatus according to claim 35 wherein at least one of 
the first and second pivotal couplers comprises a coupler body hingeably coupled to the support 
member along a pivotal axis, and wherein the coupler body further comprises at least one 
alignment hole that projects through the coupler body and having an axis that is parallel with the 
pivotal axis, the projecting portion is slideably engageable with the at least one of the first and 
second coupling members. 

38. (Withdrawn) The apparatus according to claim 1 wherein at least one of 
the first and second coupling members comprises a non-circular receptacle and wherein at least 
one of the projecting portions is slideably engageable within the non-circular receptacle. 

39. (Withdrawn) The apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising at 
least one securing mechanism including a locking pin securing each support module to the main 
support. 

40. (Withdrawn) An attachment apparatus for a ladder having a plurality of 
rungs extending between a pair of elongated rails, at least one of the rungs having an interior 
recess extending along a length of the rung, comprising: 

a pair of adaptors each having a forward engagement member configured to be 
received within the interior recess of the rung and having an opposing engagement recess 
extending outwardly from the rails when the adaptors are received within the interior recess; and 

first and second support modules, each support module having an elongated 
support member and a support arm projecting outwardly therefrom in a first direction, each 
support member having at least one projecting portion configured to be removeably coupled with 
the engagement recess of the adaptor. 
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41 . (Withdrawn) The apparatus according to claim 40 wherein each elongated 
support member includes a proximal end and a distal end, the support arm being attached to the 
support member proximate the distal end, and wherein the projecting portion comprises the 
proximal end. 

42. (Withdrawn) The apparatus according to claim 41 wherein each elongated 
support member has a first longitudinal axis that is aligned with a second longitudinal axis of the 
main support. 

43. (Withdrawn) The apparatus according to claim 40 wherein the elongated 
support member includes a proximal end and a distal end, the support arm being attached to the 
support member proximate the distal end, and wherein the projecting portion comprises an 
engagement arm attached to the support member at a location spaced apart from the proximal 
end and projecting outwardly therefrom in a second direction. 

44. (Withdrawn) The apparatus according to claim 43 wherein each elongated 
support member has a first longitudinal axis that is orthogonal to a longitudinal axis extending 
along the rung. 

45. (Withdrawn) The apparatus according to claim 40 wherein each elongated 
support member includes a proximal end and a distal end, the support arm being attached to the 
support member proximate the distal end, and wherein the proximal end comprises a first 
projecting portion slideably engageable with the engagement recess such that a first longitudinal 
axis of the support member is aligned with a longitudinal axis that extends along the rung, 
further comprising an engagement arm attached to the support member at a location spaced apart 
from the proximal end and projecting outwardly therefrom in a second direction, the engagement 
arm comprising a second projecting portion slideably engageable with the engagement recess 
such that the first longitudinal axis of the support member is orthogonal to the longitudinal axis 
of the rung. 
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46. (Withdrawn) The apparatus according to claim 40, further comprising at 
least one securing mechanism including a locking pin securing each support module to the 
adaptors. 
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